TOWNSHIP OF EDGMONTPRIVATE 


DELAWARE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA


ORDINANCE NO. 243 of 2020          
AN ORDINANCE OF EDGMONT TOWNSHIP DELAWARE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, AMENDING THE EDGMONT TOWNSHIP BUILDING CODE, AS AMENDED, BY ELIMINATING SECTION R310.6 ALTERATIONS OR REPAIRS OF EXISTING BASEMENTS, OF THE 2015 INTERNATIONAL RESIDENTIAL BUILDING CODE FROM AND AS A PART OF THE EDGMONT TOWNSHIP BUILDING CODE.

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, under and pursuant to the Pennsylvania Construction Code Act, Act 45 of 1999, as amended [35 P.S. §7210.101, et seq.] (the “Act”), and the regulations promulgated in connection therewith by the Pennsylvania Department of Labor and Industry [34 Pa.Code §403, et seq.] (collectively the “Uniform Construction Code”) has mandated adoption and implementation of a state-wide building code by all municipalities in the Commonwealth, including Edgmont Township; and


WHEREAS, in accordance with the Act, Edgmont Township previously adopted, by Edgmont Township Ordinance Nos.: 184 of 2004 and 186 of 2004, the Uniform Construction Code, with some revisions and amendments, as its official building code pursuant to the Act, the same being known and referred to as the Edgmont Township Building Code; and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania recently updated, among other things, the state-wide uniform residential building code by adoption of the 2015 International Residential Code, to be effective as of October 1, 2018; and

WHEREAS, the adoption of the 2015 International Residential Code, implemented certain exceptions to Section R310, EMERGENCY ESCAPE AND RESCUE OPENINGS which were not a part of the previous 2009 International Residential Code adopted by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and incorporated in the Edgmont Township Building Code; and 

WHEREAS, important among those implemented exceptions is the elimination of the requirement for emergency escape and rescue openings where existing basements undergo alterations or repairs which do not include the addition of new sleeping rooms; and
 
WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors of Edgmont Township believes it to be in the best interest of the health safety and welfare of Township residents and the community to provide emergency escape and rescue openings when basements undergo alterations or repairs which create habitable space within an existing basement; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors of Edgmont Township believes that the requirements of Section R310 of the 2009 International Residential Code, are more stringent without the exceptions included in Section R310.6 of the 2015 International Residential Code as the same relate to and govern emergency escape and rescue openings and the Board of Supervisors desires to amend the Edgmont Township Building Code to eliminate and exclude the less strict building requirements of Section R310.6 of the 2015 International Residential Code which have the effect of broadly waiving the emergency escape and rescue openings requirements for alterations or repairs to existing basements without sleeping rooms; and


WHEREAS, the Act expressly authorizes Edgmont Township to enact regulations which provide more strict building code requirements than required by the Uniform Construction Code, alone; and

WHEREAS, the Act also requires that such stricter building requirements be reviewed and approved by the Pennsylvania Department of Labor and Industry as a condition precedent to adoption by Edgmont Township as part of the Edgmont Township Building Code: and

WHEREAS, as required by the Act, on or about June 29, 2020, the Pennsylvania Department of Labor and Industry has approved the specific elimination and exclusion of Section R310.6 Alteration or repairs of existing basements, from the Edgmont Township Building Code.

NOW THEREFORE IT IS HEREBY ENACTED AN ORDANIED by the Board of Supervisors of Edgmont Township of Edgmont, Delaware County, Pennsylvania, as follows:
Section 1.
 Alterations or repairs of existing residential basements.


In accordance with the provisions of the Act and this Ordinance, the Edgmont Township Building Code, as amended, is hereby further amended to specifically eliminate and exclude Section R310.6 Alterations or repairs of existing basements, from the 2015 International Residential Building Code, and thereby from the Edgmont Township Building Code, such that alterations or repairs of existing basements creating habitable space in such existing basements, except as otherwise provided in Section R310.1 of the 2015 International Residential Code, shall require emergency escape and rescue openings.
Section 2.
Effect.


Except as expressly modified by this Ordinance, the provisions of the Edgmont Township Building Code, as amended, shall remain in full force and effect and shall be unaffected by the adoption of this Ordinance.
Section 3.
Amendments to Uniform Commercial Code.

The Board of Supervisors shall, consistent with the Act and the amendments to the Uniform Construction Code adopted and in effect in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania from time to time, and the Edgmont Township Building Code, review such amendments, and indicate by official Resolution, the uniform codes and/or portions thereof, together with any approved deviations therefrom, which are in effect within the Township as the current Edgmont Township Building Code.  Provided, however, that failure to adopt such a Resolution shall not invalidate the applicability or operation of the Edgmont Township Building Code, including the uniform codes and/or portions thereof together with any adopted deviations therefrom, which except for such adopted deviations, shall otherwise be deemed to have adopted the current provisions of the Uniform Construction Code as adopted by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 
Section 4.
Severability.


If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or word of this Ordinance is for any reason held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct and independent provision, and such holding shall not render this Ordinance invalid.
Section 5.
Effective Date.


This Ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty-five (35) days after its enactment.

ENACTED AND ORDAINED this           day of                                 , A.D., 20___.
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