
 

 

 

 

January 10, 2020 

The Honorable Peggy Ann Russell 

Oxford Borough Hall 

401 Market Street 

Oxford, PA 19363 

Dear Ms. Russell, 

We are writing in support of draft ordinance #936-2020, which would create a process for home owners 

to appeal a municipal requirement that sidewalks and curbs be installed where they do not currently exist. 

Since the requirement for sidewalk, curb and gutter installation has been enacted in the borough, our 

organization has received calls from Realtors representing property owners who have faced significant 

financial obstacles to the installation of sidewalks. In some instances, the requirement has made certain 

properties very difficult to sell due to the expense of the improvement versus the value of the property.  

Our organization previously provided commentary in 2009 and 2014 prior to the passage of Oxford’s 

amendment to Chapter 21. We opposed those amendments because we felt strongly that sidewalk 

installations would be better accomplished through a regular system of enforcement not linked to real 

estate transactions. Along with the potential financial hardship created for current residents, the reality is 

that only a small percentage of homes sell in Oxford Borough each year. Because it will take decades for 

the borough to reach the goal of community-wide sidewalks under the current process, we recommend a 

policy focusing on installing sidewalks in a more organized fashion, such as street by street. This would 

create a more organized, affordable and strategic way of achieving a walkable community.  

Thank you for considering our organization’s concern regarding the current ordinance requiring sidewalk 

installations at the point-of-sale, and our support of the appeal process. We look forward to working with 

Oxford to ensure that any ordinance that impacts real estate provides clear guidelines for property owners, 

consumers, and the Realtors who live and work in the community.  

Sincerely, 

 

James Ridge 

President/CEO 

jsridge@suburbanrealtorsalliance.com 

 
 

1 Country View Road 

Suite 202 

Malvern, PA 19335 

610-981-9000 


